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Expectations 
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Anatomy & pathology in specialties undertaken in 
course 

SOPs for dissection in specialties undertaken in 
course 

Surgical procedures in specialties undertaken in 
course 

Clinical governance aspects of dissection 

Principles of dissection for specialties undertaken 
in course 

Training & career progression in dissection 

Gain practical experience of dissection of selected 
B & C specialties undertaken in course 

Expectations 



Cell & Block 

Archive 

After the 

course 



0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Q & A session 

Urology - anatomy, pathology, specimen types 

Head & Neck - anatomy, pathology, specimen types 

Gynae - practical 

Gynae - surgical procedures, specimen types 

Gynae - basic anatomy & pathology 

GI - practical 

GI - surgical procedures, specimen types 

GI - basic anatomy & pathology 

Skin - practical 

Skin - surgical procedures, specimen types 

Skin - basic anatomy & pathology 

Introduction to Knife Handling 

Clinical Governance 

Introduction & Principles of Dissection 

Very satisfied 

No answer 

Course satisfaction 



“ 

“

” 

The presentations gave me a good basis of 

knowledge for proceeding with dissection. 

The talks based on the principles of 

dissection emphasised the importance of 

working in accordance with clinical 

governance. Furthermore, the tissue specific 

presentations were useful as they 

underpinned why certain blocks were 

important in diagnosis 



Learning objectives 

satisfaction 
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0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Anatomy & pathology in specialties undertaken in 
course 

SOPs for dissection in specialties undertaken in course 

Surgical procedures in specialties undertaken in course 

Clinical governance aspects of dissection 

Principles of dissection for specialties undertaken in 
course 

Training & career progression in dissection 

Gain practical experience of dissection of selected B & 
C specialties undertaken in course 

Very satisfied 



“ 
“

” 

I feel that the information  

provided was relevant to all  

individuals that are embarking on  

their BMS dissection training, 

which is the stage I am at. Overall, I 

found the Dissection School very 

useful for the baseline information 

that my in-house training will 

develop. It was a fantastic course 

that was extremely valuable 

“ 



6 months later... 



Dissection back at Boards 

2 5 3 
How many hours are you able to focus on 

training each week? 

None at the moment 0-5 5+ 

2 1 1 2 4 
How many samples dissectors can practice 

on each week 

None at the moment 1-10 11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 50+ 



Auditing 
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7 

5 
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Are you receiving regular slide reviews? 

Are you receiving regular case  reviews? 

No Not as many as I would like Yes 
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3 
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7 
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Against SOPs? 

Is your work regularly audited? 

No Yes 



Status of B & C specimens 

5 

6 

3 

1 

3 

3 

4 

4 

3 

2 

5 

5 

Urology 

Head & Neck 

Gynae 

GI 

Skin 

Supervised Unsupervised Signed off 



Are you continuing 

practicing B & C specimen 

dissection? 

Yes 

No 



“ 
“

” 

The training school was a great week of 

learning more anatomy and normal and 

pathological histology. Learning why certain 

types of biopsies; excisions and resections 

come into histology. The practical aspect of 

knife skills and dissection put all the learning 

onto practice to take back to our respective 

departments 



 

Principles 
of  

dissection 

 

Anatomy 
and  

Pathology 

Most important 
learning objectives 



  

 

? 
Questions? 

Emily Ross 
SPAN Programme Support Officer, National Services Division 



  

 

Visit our website: 

www.pathology.scot.nhs.uk 

 

Contact us at: 

nss.SPAN@nhs.net 

 

Or tweet us @NMDNScot 

Scottish 

Pathology 

Network 


